Hundreds of Rabbis Agree:

Raise the
Minimum

Wage!

“You shall not abuse a needy and destitute laborer...
but you must pay him his wages on the same day, for

he is needy and urgently depends on it.”
— Deuteronomy 24:14

As rabbis and rabbinical students, guided by religious faith and Jewish ethics,
we are deeply concerned about the working poor in this country. The current
minimum wage of $5.15 fails to provide a fair opportunity for those who struggle
to escape poverty as they labor in full time, low wage jobs. We urge you to pass
a clean minimum wage bill that will help ensure dignity for working Americans.

The medieval Jewish scholar Maimonides taught that the highest level of
tzedakah (righteousness) is reached when we help someone stand on their own
two feet. As religious leaders, we open our hearts and our hands to the poor
and ask: How can we create a society that promotes economic self-sufficiency,
reflecting this teaching?

A decent minimum wage is a critical tool in the struggle for economic
empowerment and against poverty. The minimum wage helps us to honor work
by establishing an hourly wage floor beneath which employers cannot pay their
workers. It has contributed to a reduction in the exploitation of workers. We
empathize with those in our communities who fight everyday to make ends
meet against the declining real value of today’s minimum wage. It is a disgrace
that the minimum wage is worth $3 less in today’s dollars than in 1968 and
hasn’t been raised in almost ten years.

We applaud the stated commitment by the leadership of the 110th Congress
to raise the federal minimum wage to $7.25 per hour. We urge you to follow
through on this commitment by passing a minimum wage bill without delay
and without amendment.
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More than
450 rabbis and
rabbinical students
endorse this statement

Rabbi Alvin Berkun, Rabbinical Assembly

Rabbi Rachel Cowan, Institute for Jewish Spirituality

Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz, Reconstructionist Rabbinical College
Rabbi Jerome Epstein, United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism
Rabhi Marla J. Feldman, Union for Reform Judaism

Rabhi Steve Gutow, Jewish Council on Public Affairs

Rahbbi Jill Jacobs, Jewish Funds for Justice

Rabbi Michael Lerner, Tikkun Magazine

Rabbi Mordechai Liebling, Jewish Funds for Justice

Rabbi Dov Linzer, Yeshivat Chovevei Torah

Rabbi Jack Moline, Agudas Achim Congregation, Alexandria, VA
Elizabeth Richman, Keshet (Jewish Theological Seminary)
Rabbi David Saperstein, Religious Action Center

Rabbi Gordon Tucker, Temple Israel Center, White Plains, NY
Rabbi Arthur Waskow, The Shalom Center

Rabhbi Eric Yoffie, Union for Reform Judaism

Organizations are listed for identification purposes only.
List as of 1/7/07 on the next page. >
Please visit jewishjustice.org for an updated list.
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Judaism, CA « Rabbi Marc Berkson Cong. Emanu-El B'ne Jeshurun, WI « Rabbi Donald R Berlin Temple Oheb Shalom, MD * Rabbi Alan Berlin Temple Solel, AZ * Rabbi Phyllis Berman Riverside Language Program, PA * Joseph Berman
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FL * Rabbi Helen Cohn Cong. Chaverim, AZ « Rabbi Hillel Cohn Cong. Emanu EL, CA  Rabbi Holly Cohn Cong. Ahavath Chesed, FL ¢ Rabbi Neil Comess-Daniels Beth Shir Sholom, CA * Rabbi Laurie Coskey Interfaith Committee for Worker
Justice, CA » Rabbi Jonathan Crane University of Toronto, ON « Rabbi Meryl Crean Martins Run, PA « Adam Cutler Jewish Theological Seminary, NY « Rabbi Robin Daky COC, AZ « Rabbi Beth D. Davidson Temple Adath Yeshurun, Manchester,
NH ¢ Isabel de Koninck Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, PA « Rabbi Fred Scherlinder Dobb Adat Shalom Reconstructionist Congregation, MD * Rabbi Leah Doberne-Schor Temple Emanu-EL, NJ * Rabbi Ellen Dreyfus B'nai Yehuda
Beth Sholom, IL * Rabbi Gilah Dror Rodef Sholom Temple, VA « Rabbi Lisa Edwards Beth Chayim Chadashim, CA < Rabbi Dan Ehrenkrantz Reconstructionist Rabbinical College, PA » Rabbi H. Bruce Ehrmann MA ¢ Rabbi Amy Eilberg
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Esserman The Reporter Group, NY ¢ Gideon Estes Jewish Theological Seminary, NY * Rabbi Andrew Ettin Lake Norman Jewish Congregation, NC * Steven Exler Yeshivat Chovevei Torah, NY * Noah Farkas Jewish Theological Seminary of
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Michael Holzman Cong. Rodeph Shalom, PA « Rabbi Naomi Hyman Gishmey Brachah, MD « Rabbi Shirley Idelson Hebrew Union College, NY « Rabbi David Ingber Kehilat Romemu, NY * Rabbi Shaya Isenberg University of Florida, FL
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HUC-JIR, NY * Rabbi David Locketz Bet Shalom Congregation, MN * Rabbi Michael Lotker Temple Ner Ami, CA * Rabbi Barry Lutz Temple Ahavat Shalom, CA « Rabbi Beverly W. Magidson UJFNENY, NY « Howard Mandell Jewish Theological
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Michaels Charles E. Smith Life Communities, MD ¢ Rabbi Shira Milgrom Cong. Kol Ami, NY ¢ Rabbi Jonathan Miller Temple Emanu-EL, AL * Rabbi Joshua Minkin Temple Emanu-ELl of Canarsie, NY « Rabbi Victor Mirelman West Suburban
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Richmond Temple Israel, MA * Rabbi Moti Rieber Cong. Beth Shalom, IL * Rabbi Ted Riter Temple Adat Elohim, CA * Rabbi Jonathan Roos Monmouth Reform Temple, NJ * Rabbi Or Rose Hebrew College, MA * Rabbi Brant Rosen Jewish
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Temple Beth EL, NC « Rabbi Chaim Leib Schneider Community Rabbi, CA * Rabbi Jeremy Schneider Temple Shalom, TX ¢ Rabbi Rachel Schoenfeld Cong. Shirat Hayam, MA * Rabbi Michael J. Schorin Northwestern Memorial Hospital, IL
* Rabbi Rebecca Schorr Cong. B'nai Tzedek, CA * Cantor Eric Schulmiller Reconstructionist Synagogue of the North Shore, NY « Rabbi Fred Schwalb HCS, NY « Rabbi Barry Schwartz M'kor Shalom, NJ * Rabbi Jeremy Schwartz Temple
Bnai Israel, CT « Rabbi Sid Schwarz PANIM, MD « Rabbi Peter Schweitzer The City Cong. for Humanistic Judaism, NY * Erica Seager Asch, OH ¢ Rabbi Jonathan Seidel Or haGan, OR * Rabbi Chaim Seidler-Feller UCLA, CA * Rabbi Bruce
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